MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, January 10, 2022 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:  Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:  Alex Edwards.

Alderman Dimettera Frazier opened the meeting with prayer.


Mayor Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, December 13, 2021.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to approve the financial statement for December 2021.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager was present to give an update on Main Street Activities.  Ms. McDaniel went on to state that Amanda Lanata, Assistant Director of the Office of Cultural Development, Division of Historic Preservation had recently been in Springhill to meet with the Mayor and her to learn a little bit more about Springhill and toured the downtown area and was very impressed by it.  Ms. McDaniel also went on to state that she is working on a grant for historic preservation and she is reaching out for help from Ms. Lanata with it.


Mardi Gras Parade will be at 1 PM on Saturday, February 5, 2022.  Line up for the Parade will begin at noon on Saturday.  “The Seventies” is the theme for this year’s parade which reflected a time of love, peace, and joy. Ms. McDaniel encourages everyone to participate and be in the festive spirit. There will be a Tailgate Party prior to the parade beginning at 11 AM–3 PM in the vacant lot next to Sharpe’s at 522 South Main.  There will be food vendors selling smoked meats, turkey legs, chili, fish and shrimp, and gumbo.

John Ware, Recreation Director was present to address the Mayor and Board of Aldermen concerning a proposal for year-round sports activities.  Mr. Ware was asking for $20,000.00 to be added to the recreation department budget so that they could expand our sports program to provide other activities for our kids to participate in.  Baseball and softball are already in the program but we will add basketball,  youth football, and soccer.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Stacey Willard to consider expanding the recreation program.

Discussion followed on the matter with various questions and comments coming from Alderman Hearnsberger and Alderman Dees, and Recreation Director John Ware.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Stacey Willard to amend the original motion to provide $20,000.00 for the recreation department to add the additional activities to the recreation program.

More discussion followed on the matter with various comments being made and questions being asked by Aldermen Frazier, Hearnsberger, Willard, and Dees.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to amend the BUDGET FYE 6/30/2022 for $10,000.00 to add the additional activities through 6/30/2022 and consider adding $20,000.00 to the BUDGET FYE 6/30/2023.

More comments followed.


Alderman Dees called for the vote.


Mayor Huddleston asked for a roll call vote.  The vote was as follows:



Alderman Frazier--------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Hearnsberger------------------------------Yea



Alderman Willard-------------------------------------Yea



Alderman Dees----------------------------------------Yea
The vote was three in favor and one opposed.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees to adopt a Compensatory Time Policy for salaried employees.  There was no second to the MOTION.

MOTION died due to the lack of a second.


MOTION was made Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to adopt a Resolution for the 2021 Webster Parish Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitagation Plan with the Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to adopt a Resolution entitled “A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Execute on Behalf and in the Name of the City of Springhill Contracts and Applications for the Louisiana Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) Public Facilities-Love Louisiana Outdoors Program (LLOP)”.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees to introduce an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to execute a Permit for Fiber Optic Cable, or Other Cable or Similar Transmission Line for Internet and/or Broadband and/or Similar Telecommunications”.

Jeanelle Lee was not present to show just cause why the property located at 504 5th Street SE should not be condemned.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Stacey Willard to condemn the property located at 504 5th Street SE.

MOTION CARRIED.


Darnel Harris was present to show just cause why the property located at 914 7th Street SE should not be condemned.  Mr. Harris addressed the Mayor and Board of Aldermen stating that the structure had been removed (front porch), the property has been cleaned up, and he had pictures of the property for their inspection, he was asking for them to not condemn the property.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to table this item of business till the next council meeting in February so that the City will have time to go and inspect the premises.


MOTION CARRIED.


Carl Budwah was not present to show just cause why the property located at 710 Reynolds Street should not be condemned.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Stacey Willard to condemn the property located at 710 Reynolds Street.


MOTION CARRIED.

Motion was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Stacey Willard to pay the December 2021 monthly vendor bills totaling $32,977.76.


MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements: Mayor Huddleston announced that the Pineywoods Jamboree was held on Saturday, January 8, 2022 at 7 PM at the Springhill Community Activity Center and there were about 80 in attendance.  Overall the show was really good but attendance was low this time.

Alderman Dimettera Frazier announced that the North Webster Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Foundation Celebration will be held on Monday, January 17, 2022 at 6:00 PM in the Springhill Community Activity Center and invited everyone to come out and help celebrate this event.

There being no further announcements.

Meeting adjourned.

___________________                                          ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston

City Clerk




       Mayor
