MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:
 Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Alex Edwards, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:
Stacey Willard.
Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with prayer.
 
Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Dees to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, December 9, 2019.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to approve the financial statement for December 2019.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Vickie Case, CPA with Cook and Morehart presented the City of Springhill Audit Report FYE 6/30/2019.  There was one finding in this year’s audit report which was also a repeat of the same finding as of last year’s audit.  The finding was over the decentralized collection process involving police department fines.  Although the City implemented a solution to the problem it did not take place until May 2019 which still did not include most of the current audit year period.  Mrs. Case went on to state that since the City has implemented the new collection procedure that this finding will go away for the next audit year.  Mrs. Case also pointed out that the City’s sales tax collections were also up over the previous year and that was always good to see.  However, she did point out that in the utility department area the City still needed to increase our water rates to keep up with the ongoing costs of operating the system and making sure that it was sustainable.  Mayor Huddleston informed her that the City had recently implemented a significant rate increase but while Mrs. Case stated that it was good to hear this the City still needed to keep a close eye on the utility department and make sure that rate increases are implemented periodically to keep up with the rising costs of operating the water and sewer systems.  Overall the City received a good audit report.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Dees to approve the Audit Report FYE 6/30/2019.

MOTION CARRIED.

Mayor Huddleston turned the floor over to Police Chief Will Lynd to conduct a public auction for
The sale of properties no longer needed for public purposes.  A minimum starting bid of $300.00 was set for each property listed.  All properties are sold and purchased in “as is” condition and the properties must be cleaned up within sixty days of purchase.  The City of Springhill reserves the right to reject any and all bids if deemed necessary.

The list of properties are as follows:
1. 1002 7th Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075-----Parcel #123572

2. 701 3rd Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075-------Parcel #124333

3. 501 4th Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075-------Parcel #124627

4. 409 4th Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075-------Parcel #124897

5. 422 Center Street, Springhill, LA 71075------Parcel #124915

6. 1102 3rd Street SW, Springhill, LA 71075----Parcel #125040

Police Chief Lynd opened the floor for bids:

1.  1002 7th Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075 – Parcel #123572
                       (No bids were received.)

2.  701 3rd Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075 – Parcel #124333

(Mitch Mayfield bid $300.00.  No other bids were received.)
(Sold to Mitch Mayfield for $300.00.)

3.  501 4th Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075 – Parcel #124627
 (No bids were received.)

4.  409 4th Street SE, Springhill, LA 71075 – Parcel #124897

(No bids were received.)

5.  422 Center Street – Parcel #124915

(No bids were received.)

6.  1102 3rd Street SW – Parcel #125040

(Linda Jefferson bid $300.00.  No other bids were received.)

(Sold to Linda Jefferson for $300.00.)

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to lower the minimum starting bid from $300.00 to $100.00 for the remaining properties on the list.

MOTION CARRIED.

1.  1002 7th Street SE – Parcel #123572
(Pam Carter bid $100.00.  No other bids were received.)

(Sold to Pam Carter for $100.00.)

3.  501 4th Street SE – Parcel #124627

(No bids were received.) 
4.  409 4th Street SE – Parcel #124897

(Pam Carter bid $50.00.  No other bids were received.)                                    
(Sold to Pam Carter for $50.00.)


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the bid of $50.00 from Pam Carter for 409 4th Street SE.


MOTION CARRIED.

5.  422 Center Street – Parcel #124915

(Linda Jefferson bid $100.00.  No other bids were received.)

(Sold to Linda Jefferson for $100.00.)

3. 501 4th St SE – Parcel #124627
(Pam Carter bid $50.00.  No other bids were received.)
(Sold to Pam Carter for $50.00.)

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the bid of $50.00 from Pam Carter for 501 4th SE.

MOTION CARRIED. 

John French with KSA Engineers, Inc. was present to give an update on the various city projects in progress.

The Timothy Church Road Water Tank Replacement Project was bid in December 2019, contract has been signed and recorded.  He is waiting to get a pre-construction conference set up with TGS Contractors, Inc. and is waiting to hear back from them.

There is still no information from the State regarding the Recreational Complex Capital Outlay Project.

The multiple street repairs project is currently on standstill as the contractor is not happy with the calculations that John French sent regarding the change order.  The contractor is requesting a meeting with the City.

The LCDBG Project in the Pinehill Area received approval from the State for the Program Approval Amendment late in December 2019.  John has been in contact with the contractor and is now waiting to hear back from him.  He also let the contractor know that we want to do the streets in the Center Park area first since they are in worse shape than the others.

The Wastewater Treatment Plant plan revisions are currently being worked on.

The SCADA System equipment is in.  John is currently working on getting that package put out for bid for construction.


Work has begun on Water Well #6.  

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to adopt an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Amending Section 6 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to Alcohol Sales in the City of Springhill”.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to amend the agenda to remove Veterans Day from the list of Holidays in the City of Springhill Policy Manual.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Dees to amend the City of Springhill Policy Manual to convert the days off for vacation and sick time benefits to a Paid Time Off Benefit that is kept up in hours in a bank for employees to use as the need arises.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to table the repair work to the City Marquee Signs as prices have still not been obtained for the work.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Dees to approve a list of bad debt utility write offs through December 31, 2019.


A roll call vote was as follows:



Alderman Frazier--------------------------------------------Yea



Alderman Hearnsberger-------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Edwards-------------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Dees-----------------------------------------------Yea


The vote was tied two in favor and two against to approve the list of bad debt utility write offs through December 31, 2019.  Mayor Huddleston would need to vote to break the tie vote.



Mayor Huddleston--------------------------------------------Yea


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Sandra Curry as a part-time officer and remove David Silvers.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Dees to pay the December 2019 bills totaling $66,626.29.


MOTION CARRIED.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Alderman Frazier wanted to thank the Krewe of Artemis for inviting and honoring the Mayor and Board of Alderman of the City of Springhill to their Grand Ball XVIII “L’Orient-Artemis Style” that was held on Saturday, January 11, 2020.  It was a spectacular event and she was very appreciative of the invitation.

Also, she wanted to invite everyone to the 10th Annual Black History Parade that will be held on Saturday, February 1, 2020 at 1:00 PM.  James Cooper will be the Grand Marshal for the parade, he is the head coach for the Grambling Tigers College Team.  This will be a fun event and everyone is encouraged to come and participate in it.

There being no other announcements.

Meeting adjourned.

_____________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston


City Clerk





       Mayor
