MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, January 14, 2019 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:
 Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:
None.
G. R. Collier with the Springhill Ministerial Alliance opened the meeting with prayer.
 
Alderman Ronnie Hearnsberger led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Dees to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, December 10, 2018.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to approve the financial statement for December 2018.

MOTION CARRIED.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Carl Thompson on behalf of Morris Guin, Webster Parish Tax Assessor and their office wanted to congratulate the newly elected officials for their successful campaigns and their willingness to serve their community and if Morris Guin or any of his staff can be of assistance to the City of Springhill please don’t hesitate to reach out to their office for an kind of assistance.

Vickie Case with Cook and Morehart, Certified Public Accountants presented the City of Springhill Audit Report FYE 6/30/2018.  Overall the City is in good standing with a couple of findings which included controls over decentralized collections and public bid law violation.  Mrs. Case went on to state that though some things had improved in the area of the decentralized collections area there was still room for improvements to be made in the future.  As far as the public bid law violation the City will make sure that all future bids or purchases that are in excess of $30,000.00 are purchased under state contract or bid out to comply with the Louisiana State Bid Law.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to accept the City of Springhill Audit Report FYE 6/30/2018.


MOTION CARRIED.


 John French with KSA presented to the Mayor and Council a Letter of Award Recommendation for the LCDBG Street Rehabilitation Project.  As the bid tabulation shows, the low bidder for the base bid through all the alternates is Amethyst Construction, Inc.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to award the base bid to Amethyst Construction, Inc.

A brief discussion followed with the recommendation from KSA Engineer John French for the Council to also consider the base bid with additive alternate #1 as the base bid came in at $373,732.55 and the total money available under the LCDBG Program came in at $388,970.99.


After a few questions were asked and answered and everyone seemed to be satisfied with the explanations given.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to amend the original motion of awarding the base bid to Amethyst Construction, Inc. to also include the additive alternate #1.


MOTION CARRIED.


John French with KSA also presented a list of multiple street pavement repairs to the Council for approval.  The Phase 1 and Phase 2 repairs were streets that were originally done under the Master Street Plan but the roads have not held up and they are in desperate need of repairs.  The cost for this part of the project is $324,236.00.  In addition to these repairs the Council also looked at repairs to Machen Drive, west of 6th Street NE and also the intersection of Springbranch Road and 11th Street NE., the costs of these additions comes to $91,234.00.  The total cost of all the repairs come to $415,470.00

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to approve the list of the multiple street pavement repairs.

MOTION CARRIED.


John French with KSA presented the SCADA Project which is a wireless telecommunications system that communicates between the elevated water tanks and wells.  John explained that this project would solicit quotes for the equipment and separate quotes for the wiring and additional construction by a contractor.  The cost of the equipment is roughly $25,000.00 and the other work is estimated to be at $146,000.00.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Stacey Willard to move forward with this project.


MOTION CARRIED.


John French with KSA also presented the drainage issue on 10th Street NE which has been a problem for a very long time.  This issue has deteriorated over time and has only gotten worse and the time has come to fix the problem.  The cost for the project comes in at $19,360.00.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Dees to move forward with the project.


MOTION CARRIED.


Mike Dunaway, Public Works Director brought to the attention of the Mayor and Council  a sewer problem along state highway 371.  Mike has talked to a contractor and the estimate to fix the problem comes in at under $10,000.00.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to authorize up to $15,000.00 to fix the issue with the sewer problem along highway 371.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to nominate Ronnie Dees for Mayor Pro-Tem.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to nominate Dimettera Frazier for Mayor Pro-Tem.


Mayor Huddleston called for a roll call vote.


The votes for Alderman Ronnie Dees were as follows:



Dimettera Frazier---------------------------------------Nay


Ronnie Hearnsberger-----------------------------------Nay


Stacey Willard-------------------------------------------Yeah


Alex Edwards--------------------------------------------Yeah


Ronnie Dees----------------------------------------------Yeah

The votes for Alderman Dimettera Frazier were as follows:



Dimettera Frazier-----------------------------------------Yeah


Ronnie Hearnsberger-------------------------------------Yeah


Stacey Willard---------------------------------------------Nay


Alex Edwards----------------------------------------------Nay


Ronnie Dees------------------------------------------------Nay

The votes being three in favor of Ronnie Dees and two in favor of Dimettera Frazier.  Majority wins three to two in favor of Ronnie Dees as the Mayor Pro-Tem.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Stacey Willard to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to appoint Shelli Malone as City Clerk.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to appoint Mike Dunaway as Public Works Director.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to appoint Stuart McMahen as City Attorney.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to purchase an ID Maker up to $3,000.00.

A brief discussion followed with the question being asked if $3,000.00 was enough to cover the purchase.  City Clerk Shelli Malone said that with shipping and handling charge that the price came in at $3,051.06.


Ronnie Hearnsberger amended his original motion from $3,000.00 to $3,051.06, seconded by Dimettera Frazier.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Stacey Willard to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to promote David Silvers from the Police Reserve Unit to a part-time position with the Police Department.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to appoint Delles Hanson and Sidney Cox to the Police Reserve Unit.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to pay the December 2018 bills totaling $74,417.83.

MOTION CARRIED.

Announcements:  Alderman Dimettera Frazier stated that the 9th Annual Black History Parade will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2019 at 1 PM.  Line up for the parade will be on Clinic Street in front of the Police Station.


Meeting Adjourned.

______________________                                            ___________________________
Shelli Malone, City Clerk



       W. Ray Huddleston, Mayor
