MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, February 14, 2022 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:  Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:  None.

Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with prayer.


Mayor Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, January 10, 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to approve the financial statement for January 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

Mayor Huddleston asked to have the agenda amended to include the following item of business:


Consider a Change Order for the Sanitary Sewer Trunk Main Project totaling $43,568.00.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to amend the agenda to include the Change Order for the Sanitary Sewer Trunk Main Project.


MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Travis Morehart, CPA with Cook and Morehart presented the Audit Report FYE 6/630/2021.  There were no findings for this Audit Report Year.  Overall, the city received a good audit report.  Mr. Morehart stressed the need for the city to look very hard at the water and sewer rates.  The rates need to be raised to keep up with the costs of inflation.  Expenses are up all over and the fund needs to be looked at very hard.  Mr. Morehart stressed that the O & M Fund needs to be run as a business and the rates have to be managed accordingly.

The sales tax continues to be up which is a good thing.  Mr. Morehart went on to state that the City has a good practice in place with the help of the outside accountants and the City Hall staff and their good work in the office managing the day to day activities.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the Audit Report FYE 6/30/2021.


MOTION CARRIED.


John French, JBF Engineering presented a change order for the Sanitary Sewer Trunk Main Project on Elm Street that goes beyond the scope of the capital outlay grant that the City has on the project and the funds for this change order will need to come from the city’s finances due to having to put in a new drainage box and casing for the sewer line, bad soil being in the road base that will need to be taken out, and replaced with good soil to make a good base for the new road bed totaling $43,568.00.


Discussion followed on the matter with questions being asked and answered.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to authorize the Mayor to proceed with the change order for the project totaling $43,568.00.


MOTION CARRIED.


Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager was not able to be in attendance at the meeting but she spoke with the Mayor earlier and nothing new to report for Main Street Activities.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearsberger to consider adopt an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to execute a permit for fiber optic cable, or other cable or similar transmission line for internet and/or broadband and/or similar telecommunications”.

MOTION CARRIED.


Mayor Huddleston presented two quotes for the sewer issue at 1007 North Arkansas Street.  The first quote was from Budd’s Construction in the amount of $8,500.00 and second one was from Pace Plumbing in the amount of $12,679.00.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to accept the low quote amount of $8,500.00 from Budd’s Construction.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Bobby Roton as a patrolman for the police department.


MOTION CARRIED.

Motion was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to pay the January 2022 monthly vendor bills totaling $103,800.59.


MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements: Mayor Huddleston announced that the Pineywoods Jamboree was held on Saturday, February 12, 2022 at 7 PM at the Springhill Community Activity Center and there were about 400 in attendance and hoped that the Community would continue to come out and support the Pineywoods Jamboree at future events.

Alderman Dimettera Frazier announced that the North Webster Parish Black History Parade was rained out on Saturday, February 12, 2022 but the parade has been rescheduled for Saturday February 26, 2022 at 1 PM.  Alderman Frazier also went on to recognize Mary Armwood who was in attendance at the meeting as the Grand Marshal for this year’s parade.

Alderman Frazier also mentioned that the Linda Ann Taylor Foundation Celebration will be held this Saturday, February 19, 2022 at 5 PM at the Springhill Community Activity Center and invited everyone to come out and help celebrate this event.


There being no further announcements.

Meeting adjourned.

___________________                                          ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston

City Clerk




       Mayor
