MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, March 14, 2022 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:  Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:  None.

Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with prayer.


Mayor Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, February 14, 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to approve the financial statement for February 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager reported that she had just returned from her Main Street Conference in New Orleans where she learned that a lot of grant opportunities will be coming out this spring and most of them will be for the downtown historic district.  The district meeting of Main Street Managers will be held in West Monroe later in April and the National Meeting will be held in Richmond, Virginia in May.

Linda then presented the Mayor and Board of Aldermen a Main Street SnapShot of downtown that included the total number of spaces, structures, vacancies, and operating businesses in the downtown area.  She also broke it down by the type of business activity in the locations to give everyone a view of the happenings in the area.  She then went on to state that Grayson Boucher had recently started renovations of a business with also a downtown apartment in one of them, so there may be more interest in downtown apartment living.  Also, there is a new business being opened by Stephanie Pickett for the care of feet in the old hospital building owned by David Smith.  Ms. McDaniel stated that it goes to show that people are still trying to be entrepreneurs even in the current climate which is an encouraging sign.

Alderman Dimettera Frazier introduced an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance granting CenterPoint Enery Resources Corp., D/B/A CenterPoint Energy Louisiana Gas, the right to construct, install, operate and maintain facilities for the transportation, distribution and sale of gas in the municipality and, for such purposes, to use and excavate in the public highways, streets, sidewalks, alleys, squares, commons, grounds, and other publicly owned areas and levying a Franchise (Privilege) Tax for that purpose”.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt a Resolution for Municipal Water Pollution Prevention Audit Report for January 2020 to December 2020.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to authorize the Mayor to provide free swimming lessons on behalf of the City in conjunction with the Springhill Country Club to all children between the ages of 6 and 10 years that live in the Springhill City Limits.

A brief discussion followed on the matter with questions being asked and answered pertaining to the swimming lessons and the city’s liability issue on the matter.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Dees to table the matter until the next council meeting so that the City could check into the liability matter concerning the swimming lessons.


MOTION CARRIED.


Mr. Leon Anthony Lipari was not present to show just cause why the property located at 719 Payne Street should not be condemned.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to condemn the property.


MOTION CARRIED.


Mrs. Barbara Pittman was present to address the Mayor and Board of Alderman to show just cause why the property located at 136 Brady Street should not be condemned.


Mrs. Pittman presented photos of the property where she had been working on the premises to bring the property back into code compliance.  She was asking for more time to continue to work on the property to get it back into compliance and to hopefully be able to move back into the property.


Discussion followed on the matter with questions being and asked and answered.  Alderman Dees was concerned that there was not enough information in the condemnation report from IBTS pertaining to the structural shape of the house.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to give Mrs. Pittman an additional 30 days to continue with the clean up of the outside of the property and to have IBTS give a more detailed report on the structural condition of the premises.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to pay the February 2022 monthly vendor bills totaling $35,492.32.


MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements: Alderman Dimettera Frazier announced that the first annual Women’s History Parade will be held at noon on Saturday, March 19, 2022 with Patti Gilmore, Piggly Wiggly Store Manager as Grand Marshall.  Alderman Frazier encourages all women in Springhill and the surrounding areas to come out and participate in this event.  A hot dog meal will be provided immediately following the parade with proceeds from the event benefiting the Linda Ann Taylor Foundation.

Alderman Hearnsberger announced that there would be a gospel concert featuring “The Perrys” featuring Mark Lanier at the CAC Building on Saturday, March 26, 2022 at 6 PM.  This is not associated with the Pineywoods Jamboree but should be a great concert and probably will draw a very large crowd.

Alderman Frazier recognized Webster Parish Police Juror District #2 Allen Gilbert for being in attendance at the Council Meeting.


There being no further announcements.

Meeting adjourned.

___________________                                          ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston

City Clerk




       Mayor
