MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, June 12, 2023 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT: Dimettera Frazier, Dennis Smith, Stacey Willard, Mike Whitlock, and Derek Melancon, Aldermen.


ABSENT:  None.

Mayor W. Ray Huddleston opened the meeting for a Public Hearing to discuss the proposed budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 of said City in accordance with LA R.S. 39:1301 et seq.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no questions or comments concerning the proposed budget.

ADJOURN.

Mayor W. Ray Huddleston called the Council Meeting to order.

Alderman Mike Whitlock opened the meeting with Prayer.


Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor W. Ray Huddleston asked to amend the agenda for the following items of city business:  

1. Allow State Representative Wayne McMahen to give a legislative update.

2. Consider Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Julian Dilorenzo as a Patrol Officer.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to amend the agenda for these two 
items of city business.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Dennis Smith to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, May 8, 2023.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Derek Melancon to approve the financial statement for May 2023.

MOTION CARRIED.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

State Representative Wayne McMahen addressed the Mayor and City Council concerning the Louisiana Legislative Session that just concluded on June 8, 2023.  


Representative Wayne McMahen brought some good news back to the city with being able to secure Capital Outlay Funding for two city projects.  One of the projects is the Wastewater Treatment Plant Rehabilitation in the amount of $2,400,000.00 with $1,200,000.00 from General Obligation Bonds Priority 5 and another $1,200,000.00 from State General Fund Direct.  The other project is the Water System Improvements – Phase 3 Project in the amount of $6,900,000.00, with $5,700,000.00 payable from General Obligation Bonds Priority 5 and another $1,200,000.00 payable from State General Fund Direct.

Also, the city will receive $350,000.00 payable out of the State General Fund Direct for the Springhjill Recreation Complex and another $50,000.00 payable out of the State General Fund Direct for roof replacement at the Springhill Fire Station Building.


Representative McMahen went on to state that there was a good bit of things that were accomplished in this year’s legislative session due to the excess of surplus monies from the federal government with everyone fighting for their piece of the pie.  They were also able to secure funds for teacher pay raises and other school personnel and also provide funds for other water systems in North Webster Parish Louisiana which included combining Blocker and Midway Water Systems, and combining Dorcheat, Stateline, and Shongaloo Water Systems together.

Mayor Huddleston thanked State Representative Wayne McMahen for always working hard to represent the best interest of Springhill.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to adopt a Special Ordinance entitled “A Special Ordinance Supplementing and Amending the Operating Budget of Revenues and Expenditures for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2023” (A copy of Special Ordinance #61223 is attached hereto and made a part hereof).

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dennis Smith to adopt an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Adopting an Operating Budget of Revenues and Expenditures for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2024” (A copy of Ordinance #548 is attached hereto and made a part hereof).

MOTION CARRIED.

Amie Poladian, Main Street Manager was present to update the Mayor and Council regarding Main Street Activities.  Amie has partnered with the Main Street Initiative to revitalize the downtown Main Street area.  Their first project was the Springhill Farmers Market Pavillion.  They had a lot of participation from the community and the surrounding areas to spruce up the space.  “Taste of the Market” was held on Saturday, June 3, 2023 from 9 AM-Noon.  It was a great success with about 300 people participating and around $3,500.00 in sales.  It was supposed to be a one-time event but since this one was such a great success and everyone was asking to do another one they have decided to host another one and it will be the “Independence Market” on July 1, 2023 from 9 AM–1 PM.

Louisiana Main Street is now offering Restoration Grants for 2023-2024 and these are available only to Louisiana Main Street Districts which are used to provide matching funds for the revitalizations of historic downtown commercial properties.  Property owners or tenants of commercially-zoned properties are encouraged to apply.  The application deadline is Friday, July 28, 2023.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to select the Springhill Press and News Journal as the official journal for the City of Springhill for a term of one year.

MOTION CARRIED.

Addie Lee Brown Cooper in care of Jessie Cooper was to be present to show just cause why the property located at 215 7th Street SW should not be condemned.  No one was present to address the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Stacey Willard to condemn the property located at 215 7th Street SW.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier to introduce an Ordinance entitled “Park Use Ordinance”.

MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Derek Melancon to approve the sidewalk repair quote in the amount of $12,000.00 for repairs in front of Regina’s Beauty Salon located at 106 North Main Street.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to approve the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Hunter Boyle and Julian Dilorenzo as patrol officers.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Dennis Smith to pay the June 2023 vendor bills totaling $269,722.80.


MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements: Alderman Mike Whitlock announced that the Pineywoods Jamboree and the LaMa Animal Rescue both held events on Saturday, June 10, 2023.  There were good turn outs for both of these events in Springhill.  

Alderman Derek Melancon stated that the Farmers Market “Taste of the Market” was a great success.

No further announcements.

Meeting adjourned.
___________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC
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City Clerk




       Mayor
