MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, July 10, 2023 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT: Dimettera Frazier, Dennis Smith, Stacey Willard, Mike Whitlock, and Derek Melancon, Aldermen.

ABSENT:  None.

Alderman Mike Whitelock opened the meeting with Prayer.


Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Derek Melancon to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, June 12, 2023.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to approve the financial statement for June 2023.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Amie Poladian, Main Street Manager presented an update for Main Street Activity.  The Farmers Market had their “Independence Market” on Saturday, July 1, 2023 with 43 vendors and about 500 participants which doubled their attendance from the last one.  The next one will be the “Back to School” Market on Saturday, August 5, 2023.

Louisiana Main Street Restoration Grants are still available for the revitalization of the historic downtown commercial properties.  These are available to building and business owners in the downtown Main Street District and they are $10,000.00 match grants.  The deadline for this grant application is Friday, July 28, 2023.

Recent legislation passed an increase of the state historic tax credits which is a subsidy to help finance the rehabilitation of building that are more than fifty years old which most of them qualify for this in the historic Main Street District or in the downtown development district.  This is a 35% state tax credit for restoration projects on buildings in either of these districts.  This combined with the national tax credit brings the total of the tax credit up to about 60% which a good deal of savings to the taxpayer applying for these credits.  If anyone has any questions or needs any additional information you may contact her at the Springhill Chamber of Commerce Office.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to adopt an Ordinance entitled “Park Use Ordinance”.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Derek Melancon to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to go with the low quote of $62,000.00 from Dale’s Paving, Inc. for the parking lot repairs at the Springhill Community Activity Center.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to grant an alcohol license to Inderpal Ahluwalia located at 1800 South Arkansas Street.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Dennis Smith to authorize an additional $25,000.00 for a well point for the 7th Street SE and 8th Street SE Project.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Dennis Smith to authorize an additional $26,903.00 to add another culvert to the 3rd Street SE Project for the road failure due to drainage issues.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to authorize an additional $12,130.00 for the road collapse on 15th Street NW Project due to culvert failure.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Dennis Smith to authorize the $245,000.00 estimate for sewer main replacement on 10th Street NE Project due to tree roots infiltrating the sewer line causing it to collapse.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Bobby Roton as a patrolman.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Dennis Smith to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to terminate LaTedrick Robinson due to his felony arrest in Arkansas.

MOTION CARRIED.

At this time Police Chief Will Lynd asked to revisit Agenda Item (i) recommendation to hire Bobby Roton because he failed to mention that he wanted to hire him back at $14.00 an hour.  

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Bobby Roton at $14.00 an hour.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to approve the Police Chief’s recommendation to give David Silvers a pay raise because he has been with the department for several years and is an asset to the force.


MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Stacey Willard to pay the June 2023 bills totaling $85,970.84.

MOTION CARRIED.
Announcements: Alderman Frazier invited everyone to the grand opening of her new business L & N Boutique located at 224 North Main Street on Friday, August 11, 2023 at 11 AM.
___________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston


City Clerk




       Mayor
