MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, July 11, 2022 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT: Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:  None.

Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with Prayer.


Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, June 13, 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to approve the financial statement for June 2022.

MOTION CARRIED.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  There was no old business, however at this time Alderman Hearnsberger asked Mayor Huddleston if he could bring up something under old business.  
Alderman Hearnsberger stated that on June 13th before our last regular city council meeting that we conducted a public hearing according to LA Statute 39:1307 to allow the public an opportunity to participate in the budgetary process.  There were no questions or comments concerning the final proposed budget so the hearing was adjourned.

However, after the hearing when the budget was brought to a vote there was an amendment offered by Alderman Dees for an increase in pay to elected officials.  Then, Alderman Willard made an amendment to that motion.

My question is:  Doesn’t the LA Statute that requires us to have a public hearing on the final proposed budget also require that the final proposed budget be available to the public before the public hearing?


Alderman Hearnsberger also expressed concern that since the budget was amended was it legitimate and legal?

Mayor Huddleston stated that the City Attorney was not here today and this was one of the items that he had planned to discuss at the work session but that the attorney was not present at that session either so he was going to have to put this item off till the next work session so without our lawyer here these are questions that I am not able to answer.

Alderman Hearnsberger went on to state that he had called and spoke with the attorney today and that he didn’t seem to have any concerns with it but he did understand the questions that he had asked.

Mayor Huddleston stated that he had not spoken with the City Attorney and these were things that he would have to address with him.

Mayor Huddleston moved on to new business.


MOTION was made by Alderman Ronnie Hearnsberger to amend the agenda to include the following items of city business:


MOTION was made by Alderman Hearnsberger to consider installing GPS tracking devices in all city owned vehicles at no cost to the city to improve employee safety and productivity.

MOTION received no second.


MOTION died due to the lack of a second.


MOTION was made by Alderman Hearnsberger to consider broadcasting our monthly city council meeting at no cost to the city over some type of media like Facebook or You Tube.

MOTION received no second.


MOTION died due to the lack of a second.


MOTION was made by Alderman Hearnsberger to consider allowing a short public comment time before voting on each item on the agenda at city council meetings.


MOTION received no second.


MOTION died due to the lack of a second.

Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager was not present for the meeting due to being out of town.  Mayor Huddleston said she would be in attendance at the next council meeting in August.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier to introduce an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Supplementing and Amending the Chapter 102 Entitled “Taxation”, Article 2 Entitled “Ad Valorem Tax”, Section 102-27, Entitled “Rate of Assessment; Purposes”, of the Code of Ordinances, City of Springhill Levying Taxes of 7.70 General Alimony Tax, on all taxable property in the City of Springhill, Louisiana for the Year 2022.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the Public Works Director’s recommendation and authorize the Mayor to make the necessary repairs to the John Deere Tractor up to the amount of $10,000.00.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to pay the June 2022 vendor bills totaling $39,028.68.


MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements:  Alderman Hearnsberger announced that the week of swimming lessons have finished up.  They had about 40 children signed up and about half of them and never been in the water before and they had a lot fun learning to swim.

Also, he announced that the Pineywoods Jamboree would be having its first anniversary show on Saturday, August 13, 2022 and Tony Stampley, son of Joe Stampley would be the headliner for that show.  This will be a really good show and encourages anyone interested to attend.

No further announcements.

Meeting adjourned.
___________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston


City Clerk




       Mayor
