MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, August 10, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. with Mayor Carroll Breaux presiding. 

PRESENT:
 D. Nicole Frazier, Dennis Smith, Adam Harris, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:
Ross Fleming, Alderman.
Mike Dunaway, Public Works Director, opened the meeting with prayer.
 
Dennis Smith, Alderman, led the Pledge of Allegiance.
MOTION was made by D. Nicole Frazier, seconded by Adam Harris, to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting held on July 13, 2015.
MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
OLD BUSINESS:  110 North Main Street Building owned by Ross Fleming.
Mr. Fleming was not in attendance at the meeting to give an update on the progress with the building.
Mayor Carroll Breaux stated that not much activity has taken place with the building other than plywood has been placed on all the windows and doors across the front of the store building  as of today hiding the view into the structure from Main Street.  The other recommendations that were made in the Motion by Ronnie Dees, seconded by D. Nicole Frazier from the July 13, 2015 Council Meeting were that the building be cleaned out, no debris, no storage left in the building, and a definite plan for a roof replacement be put into place by the August 10, 2015 Council Meeting have not been met.
Various questions, comments, and concerns followed from all the aldermen in attendance at the meeting as to what steps were needed to rectify this situation.

City Attorney Stuart McMahen addressed the Mayor and Council informing them that there were several options they could take in regards to the matter:  

1.  The Council could proceed with condemnation procedures.

2. Written notification to Mr. Fleming informing him of what action the City Council decided to proceed with.

More discussion followed with various comments trying to decide how the City needed to legally

proceed with the item at hand.
MOTION was made by Alderman Dees, seconded by D. Nicole Frazier, to charge the police department with issuing a citation to Mr. Fleming for being in violation of a city ordinance and the last two or three motions that have been made in regards to this subject.
City Attorney Stuart McMahen suggested that the motion be revised to charge the City Attorney and the Police Chief to get together to review the city ordinances and see if there is a violation and if found to be so to issue a citation.
Mayor Breaux asked that the Council also consider accepting the IBTS Code Official’s recommendation to condemn the building.

Alderman Dees amended his original motion to also include the recommendations from the City Attorney and the Mayor. 

MOTION was made by Alderman Dees, seconded by D. Nicole Frazier, to amend the original motion which was to charge the police department with issuing a citation to Mr. Fleming for being in violation of a city ordinance, and the last two or three motions regarding this subject, to charge the City Attorney and the Police Chief to get together to review the city ordinances to see if there is a violation and if found to be so to issue a citation, and to accept the IBTS Code Official’s recommendation to condemn the building.

MOTION CARRIED.

Bids for the cutting of the timber at the Springhill Airport were to be opened today at the Council Meeting.  No bids were turned in prior to the 5 PM Council Meeting. No action was taken on this matter.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Dennis Smtih, to authorize City Attorney Stuart McMahen, to send a letter to Republic Services concerning the garbage collection issues that the city has been experiencing with their service the last several months.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dennis Smith, seconded by D. Nicole Frazier, to authorize Mayor Carroll Breaux to sign an agreement letter for Tax Sale and Adjudicated Property Sales Services between the City of Springhill and Louisiana Municipal Advisory and Technical Assistance Bureau (LAMATS) and to adopt a Resolution entitled “A Resolution authorizing Mayor Carroll Breaux to enter into a Professional Services Agreement for and on behalf of the City of Springhill, Louisiana with the Louisiana Municipal Advisory and Technical Services Bureau (LAMATS) to assist in the collection of fees and delinquent property taxes, including but not limited to, tax sales.
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Adam Harris, seconded by D. Nicole Frazier, to introduce an Ordinance dealing with Blighted/Abandoned Property.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dennis Smith, seconded by Adam Harris, to authorize Mayor Carroll Breaux to enter into a contract with James Purpera from Governmental Consulting, to assist with understanding and maneuvering through the State Capital Outlay Process.
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by D. Nicole Frazier, to amend the City of Springhill Employee Policy Manual authorizing changes to vacation benefits, holidays, regular sick leave benefits, personal day benefits, and bereavement leave benefits, pertaining to police personnel who work twelve (12) hour shifts.

MOTION CARRIED.

Mayor Breaux recommended to the Council an Amendment to Section 90-2 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to signs placed on public right of way to also include individuals under this code.
MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by D. Nicole Frazier, to introduce said amendment to the Ordinance.


MOTION was made by Dennis Smith, seconded by Adam Harris, to pay the July 2015 bills totaling $118,950.10.

MOTION CARRIED.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

______________________________                                         _______________________________
Shelli Malone, City Clerk                                                            Carroll Breaux, Mayor
