MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, August 14, 2023 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT: Dimettera Frazier, Dennis Smith, Stacey Willard, Mike Whitlock, and Derek Melancon, Aldermen.

ABSENT:  None.

Alderman Dimettera Frazier opened the meeting with Prayer.


Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dennis Smith to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, July 10, 2023.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to approve the financial statement for July 2023.  

Mayor Huddleston asked for the agenda to be amended to include the following item of business:

Consider authorizing the Mayor to enter into audit engagements with Cook and Morehart, CPA’s for the Audit FYE 6/30/2024 and the SAUP Audit FYE 6/30/2024.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to amend the agenda for this item of business.


MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Amie Poladian, Main Street Manager presented an update on Main Street Activities.  First off Amie congratulated Alderman Nicole Frazier on the grand opening of her new business L & N Boutique on Main Street.  The Boutique offers mens, womens, and children’s apparel.  The grand opening of the new business was well attended by the community.

There will be a Small Business Development Commission Workshop to be held on Tuesday, August 15, 2023 from Nonn till 1:30 PM at the Chamber of Commerce Building and lunch will be provided by Citizens National Bank.  This workshop is to provide businesses with important information on how to thrive and make your businesses grow.


Springhill Farmers Market will hold the “Labor Day Market” on Saturday, September 2, 2023 from 9 AM till 1 PM.


Springhill Rodeo is coming up in September and Springhill Main Street is encouraging business owners to decorate the front of their stores with decorated hay bales that will be provided by the Main Street Office.  The rodeo will be held on September 21, 22, and 23.  

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Stacey Willard to authorize the Mayor to enter into the Audit Engagement Letters with Cook and Morehart for the Audit FYE 6/30/2023 and the SAUP Audit FYE 6/30/2023.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Mike Whitlock to terminate the land lease at 105 West Church Street.

MOTION CARRIED.


No motion was made to introduce an Ordinance establishing a water rate increase effective September 11, 2023.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier to introduce an Ordinance Entitled “An Ordinance Supplementing and Amending Chapter 102 Entitled “Taxation”, Article 2 Entitled “Ad Valorem Tax”, Section 102-27, Entitled “Rate of Assessment; Purposes”, of the Code of Ordinances, City of Springhill Levying Taxes 7.70 Mills General Alimony Tax, on all Taxable Property in the City of Springhill, Louisiana for the Year 2023.

MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to accept the quote from Nash Security in the amount of $4,845.00 for the security camera system update at City Hall.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to accept the quote from Johnson Controls in the amount of $3,112.20 for the fire suppression system repairs at the Community Activity Center.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dennis Smith to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to give Emily Wedgeworth a pay step increase.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Derek Melancon to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to move LaDarryl Armstrong from full time to part time and move Tyler Adkins from part time to full time.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to pay the July 2023 bills totaling $114,635.60.

MOTION CARRIED.
Announcements:  Alderman Frazier thanked the Mayor, Public Works Director, Chamber of Commerce, Main Street, Springhill Press, and Grisham Photography for all being at the grand opening and ribbon cutting of her new business L & N Boutique on Friday, August 11, 2023 at 11 PM.  She really appreciated all the support from the community on this special day.
Alderman Melancon announced that the Springhill Medical Center is acquiring a 14 passenger van to be used to transport people from the surrounding area to their facilities.  This will benefit our community greatly.

Alderman Whitlock announced that they had 450 people in attendance at the Piney Woods Jamboree on Saturday, August 12, 2023.  The show is really growing and attracting people from all areas and is a great thing for the community.

MEETING ADJOURNED.
___________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC
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