MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, October 9, 2023 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT: Dimettera Frazier, Dennis Smith, Stacey Willard, Mike Whitlock, and Derek Melancon, Aldermen.

ABSENT:  None.

Alderman Mike Whitlock opened the meeting with Prayer.


Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, September 11, 2023.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Dennis Smith to approve the financial statement for September 2023.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

Amie Poladian, Main Street Manager stated that there has been a lot of Main Street Activity recently with GG’s expanding their business into the adjacent building, Honey’s Hanger has also completely remolded their business, and they have had three ribbon cuttings in the downtown area this month. 

Businesses are starting to ramp up their activities with Filthy Rags giving acting classes this week at the Spring Theatre this Tuesday and Thursday.


A Piece of Heaven Cakery will be having a Sip and Decorate cupcake decorating class, kids night Halloween cupcake decorating class, and also a parent/teen night class for cupcake decorating. 


Webster Parish Libraries new little free library is set up in the Springhill City Park across from the Police Station.  It is stocked and ready for use and people in our area and surrounding communities are encouraged to make use of the little library.

City of Springhill has partnered with Louisiana Infrastructure Technical Assistance Corporation (LITACorp) to help create a plan for revitalization efforts in Springhill to help find funding for infrastructure projects.  The effort was spearheaded by District #3 Alderman Stacey Willard with input from District #5 Alderman Derek Melancon and Mayor W. Ray Huddleston.

Main Street is proud to announce that the Coca Cola Bottling Company has graciously agreed to sponsor the restoration of the Coca Cola Mural in downtown Main Street.  Multiple quotes were obtained from various artists in the area and they chose the quote from the local high school art department with Chanda Nail who is a local artist and also the art teacher.  Chanda is donating the stipend that Coca Cola would have paid her back to the school’s art department so that they may use it for a school art field trip at the end of the school year.  

Main Street has been really busy with a lot of activities which included Rodeo Week, Rodeo Scavenger Hunt, and the Rodeo Hay Bale Decorating Contest.  Glad to see that community spirit is alive and well in Springhill.  


Lumberjack Festival Parade, Car Show and other Lumberjack Festivities will be held on Saturday, October 14, 2023.  


Food Truck Friday Night will be held on Friday, October 27, 2023 at 5 PM at the pocket park on Main Street by the Ride for Life Mural.  There will be 10 food trucks and Halloween decorations for this fun event.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Dennis Smith to adopt an Ordinance entitled “Ordinance Establishing Water Rates Effective October 9, 2023”.  (A copy of Ordinance #551 is attached hereto and made a part hereof.)

Alderman Derek Melancon stated that the entire Council had stressed over making this decision and it was not an easy decision to make because of how it is affecting everyone in the city.  There was a lot time and effort put into this decision by the Council trying to do what is right for our citizens but also for the city.  The City received a “C” grade from Louisiana Department of Health for 2022 Water Grade, however, it is not for the quality of our water but because the city is not being fiscally responsible. Legislative Act 98 clearly states that city’s water and sewer department is required by law to be sustainable and the City of Springhill is currently not self-sustaining.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Stacey Willard to adopt a Resolution for Requesting LA DOTD Capital Improvement Plan Application Projects for the Springhill Airport FY 2024-2028.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Stacey Willard to adopt a Resolution entitled “Annual Certification of Compliance with State of Louisiana Off System Bridge Replacement Program”.

MOTION CARRIED.

At this time Mayor Huddleston asked to have the next item of city business (e) Consider quotes for downtown flooding issues tabled as some new information had just been brought to his attention and there were possible litigation matters involved.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Mike Whitlock to table this item of business.

MOTION CARRIED.

Mayor Huddleston stated that quotes had been obtained pertaining to the flooding issue under Highway 371 by the old Movie Mania Business where the drainage pipe had collapsed.  Quotes were obtained from Tim Smith in the amount of $63,562.00 to repair the drain pipe with a catch basin and from Budd’s Construction in the amount of $84,500.00.

Also, quotes were obtained for the repair with no catch basin from Tim Smith in the amount of $57,741.00 and Budd’s Construction in the amount of $82,358.00.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Derek Melancon to go with the quote with the catch basin for safety issues in the amount of $63,562.00 from Tim Smith.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Derek Melancon to introduce an Ordinance entitled “Signs”.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier to introduce an Ordinance Amending Chapter 90, Section 90-5, Removing grass or earth from, or digging up streets unlawful.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Dennis Smith to purchase a 2010 GMC ¾ Ton Truck from Springhill Motor Company in the amount of $12,900.00.

The vote was 4 in favor (Aderman Frazier, Alderman Smith, Alderman Willard, and Alderman Melancon) and 1 against (Alderman Whitlock).


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to approve the Police Chief’s recommendation to move John Smith from full time to part time.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimeterra Frazier, seconded by Derel Melancon to approve the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Katie Rankins as a Patrol Officer.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Mike Whitlock, seconded by Dennis Smith to approve the Police Chief’s recommendation to add Jeremy Nehls as a Reserve Police Officer.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Dennis Smith to approve the Police Chief’s recommendation to consider charging a $200.00 Parade Permit Fee.


Mayor Huddleston called for a roll call vote.  The vote was as follows:



Alderman Frazier--------------------------------------------------------Yeah



Alderman Smith---------------------------------------------------------Yeah



Alderman Willard-------------------------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Whitlock-----------------------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Melancon----------------------------------------------------Nay


The vote was 2 in favor and 3 against.


MOTION FAILED.


MOTION was made by Derek Melancon, seconded by Mike Whitlock to authorize payment of the September 2023 monthly vendor bills totaling $103,803.02.


MOTION CARRIED.
Announcements: Alderman Frazier announced that October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
Alderman Melancon announced that the Springhill Medical Center Van would be starting up next week to take patients to the Doctors Clinic for their appointments and take them back home.  All they have to do is schedule the service through their provider.
Alderman Whitlock announced that there were a lot of things going on this weekend.  Friday night football come out and support these young men, Lumberjack Festival all day Saturday, and the Pineywoods Jamboree on Saturday night.

No further announcements.

MEETING ADJOURNED.
___________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston


City Clerk




       Mayor
