MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, October 11, 2021 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:
 Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:
None.

Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with prayer.


Mayor Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, September 13, 2021.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to approve the financial statement for September 2021.

MOTION CARRIED.

At this time Mayor Huddleston asked to have the agenda amended to include an item of business for a capital outlay line item appropriation with the State of Louisiana for $75,000.00 for the recreation complex.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Dees to amend the agenda to include this item of business.


MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Nora Cox located at 201 Butler Street addressed the Council regarding the garbage service.  Mrs. Cox is very unhappy with the garbage service at this time because she has called numerous times without getting a response and also her garbage has not been picked up.  She wants to know when her garbage is going to be picked up.  Mayor Huddleston assured her that it would be checked into.

Jay Hearnsberger representing the residents of the Lumberjack Land and Development Subdivision addressed the Council regarding the garbage service.  Mr. Hearnsberger stated that this subdivision was created in 1986 and lies adjacent to the city limits on the east side of town and has been receiving water and trash pickup for 35 years.  In the beginning Lumberjack Land and Development in cooperation with the City of Springhill purchased the materials to access the existing water main.  It was a win for everyone as the residents received city water and the City gained new water customers and therefore additional revenue.  Mr. Hearnsberger went on to state that they would like for the City to consider grandfathering them in to the new garbage service with Knights Services so that they might continue to have the same service that they have always had with the City and thanked them for their consideration on this matter.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees seconded by Alex Edwards to Adopt a Resolution and authorize the Mayor to enter into a cooperative endeavor agreement with the State of Louisiana for a $75,000.00 line item appropriation contained in the Act 119 of 2021 Regular Legislative Session for the recreation complex.


MOTION CARRIED.


Linda McDaniel, Main Street Manager was present to update the Mayor and Council regarding Main Street Activities.  Linda thanked everyone for the great turnout for the Lumberjack Festival Parade and for their participation at the parade.  Main to Main will be held on November 5 and November 6, 2021 and she is looking forward to that and they have had a lot of great response so far for this event.  Also, she is currently working on a broadband internet grant but it is kind of at a stand-still for the time being as they are trying to receive more information and how to move forward with the project and as she receives more information on this matter she will let us know.

The next item of business was to consider the city’s garbage service and raising the garbage rate.  Mayor Huddleston stated that he didn’t think the Council was ready to make a decision on the garbage rate just yet as he thinks they don’t have enough information to make that decision today.  

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to table this item.  
Discussion followed.


A roll call vote was called for to table the agenda item concerning the city’s garbage service and raising the garbage rate.  The vote was as follows:



Alderman Frazier---------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Hearnsberger-------------------------------Nay



Alderman Willard--------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Edwards-------------------------------------Nay



Alderman Dees-----------------------------------------Nay


The vote was 5 against tabling this item of city business.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to amend the garbage contract to include anyone outside the city limits of Springhill that was on the city contract before and paying the same rate as the citizens of the City of Springhill.  
Discussion followed with comments from Alderman Dees and Alderman Hearnsberger.

MOTION was made by Alderman Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to amend his motion to amend the garbage contract to include anyone outside the city limits of Springhill that was on the city contract before and paying the same rate as the citizens of the City of Springhill and including a garbage rate at this time of zero dollars.

More discussion followed on the matter with comments from Alderman Hearnsberger and Alderman Dees.

Alderman Dees called for the vote.


The vote was all in favor and none against.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt a Resolution for the Off Road System Bridge Replacement Program with LA DOTD.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission Board to reclassify the zoning for 104 14th Street SW from R-1 Residence District to R-3 Residence District.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to hire Tracie Smith as a dispatcher.


MOTION CARRIED.


Richard East was present to show just cause why the property located at 408 Center Park should not be condemned.  Mr. East stated that since he had received the letter regarding that this property be brought back into compliance that he has been working on the property and trying to bring it back into code compliance.  Mr. East brought pictures to show the Mayor and Board of Alderman of the progress that has been made on the property and is asking for more time to finish bringing the property back into code compliance.

A brief discussion followed on the matter with some questions being asked and answered.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to allow Richard East two more weeks to bring the property back into code compliance.


MOTION CARRIED.

Motion was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to pay the September 2021 vendor bills totaling $42,647.98.


MOTION CARRIED. 


Announcements:  

Meeting adjourned.

___________________                                          ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston

City Clerk




       Mayor
