MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, November 11, 2019 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:
 Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:
None.
Alderman Alex Edwards opened the meeting with prayer.
 
Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, October 14, 2019 and the special call meeting held on Monday, November 4, 2019.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to amend the minutes from the regular meeting on Monday, October 14, 2019 to include Mayor Huddleston’s entire opening statement in the minutes from the October 14, 2019 regular meeting.


A roll call vote was as follows:


Alderman Frazier---------------------------------------------Yea


Alderman Hearnsberger--------------------------------------Yea


Alderman Willard---------------------------------------------Yea


Alderman Edwards--------------------------------------------Yea


Alderman Dees------------------------------------------------Nay


The vote was four in favor and one against.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Hearnsberger, seconded by Alex Edwards to approve the financial statement for October 2019.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to authorize the Mayor to declare Friday, November 15, 2019 as a day of mourning for the City of Springhill Employees in memory of Cliffton Lawson.

Discussion followed with questions being asked and answered.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to amend the motion to move agenda item (A) to the end of the meeting after the executive session.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to authorize the Police Chief to move Ronnie Leonard from full time dispatcher to part time and to hire Taylor Caruthers as a full time dispatcher.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to accept the recommendation from the City Attorney to go into executive session to discuss litigation.

MOTION CARRIED.


At this time Mayor Huddleston adjourned the meeting to move to the conference room in City Hall for the executive session.


Mayor Huddleston called the meeting back to order.


Mayor Huddleston addressed Agenda Item (A) Consider authorizing the Mayor to declare Friday, November 15, 2019 as a day of mourning in the City of Springhill in Memory of Cliffton Lawson.

MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to declare Friday, November 15, 2019 as a day of mourning in the City of Springhill in Memory of Cliffton Lawson and to give the city employees who are non-essential personnel the day off with pay and to compensate the police department employees who work that day time and a half for those six hours on that day.

Mayor Huddleston called for a roll call vote.  The vote was as follows:



Alderman Frazier---------------------------Yea



Alderman Hearnsberger--------------------Yea



Alderman Willard---------------------------Yea



Alderman Edwards--------------------------Yea



Alderman Dees-------------------------------Yea


MOTION CARRIED.


At this time Mayor Huddleston turned the floor over to City Attorney Stuart McMahen who made a recommendation to obtain legal services from the law firm of Cook, Yancey, King, and Galloway specifically Robert Kennedy to advise the City of Springhill and to provide any necessary legal counsel in connection with the events of last week.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Ronnie Dees to accept the recommendation of the City Attorney.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Alex Edwards to pay the October 2019 bills totaling $92,248.85.


MOTION CARRIED.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mayor Huddleston let everyone know that the funeral service for Cliffton Lawson would be at 1 PM on Sunday, November 17, 2019 at the Springhill Community Activity Building with visitation beginning at noon on Sunday.

Alderman Ronnie Dees wanted to express his appreciation for the candlelight vigil held on Sunday, November 10, 2019 in memory of Cliffton Lawson and thinks the City should express its appreciation to Linda McDaniel who organized the event.

Alderman Hearnsberger and Mayor Huddleson were very happy to see that Tre Frazier was out of the hospital and able to attend the ceremony.


Meeting adjourned.

_____________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston


City Clerk





       Mayor
