MINUTES


The Board of Aldermen of the City of Springhill, Louisiana met in regular session in the Council Chambers at Springhill City Hall on Monday, December 9, 2019 at 5:00 P.M with Mayor W. Ray Huddleston presiding. 

PRESENT:
 Dimettera Frazier, Ronnie Hearnsberger, Stacey Willard, Alex Edwards, and Ronnie Dees, Aldermen.


ABSENT:
None.
Alderman Ronnie Hearnsberger opened the meeting with prayer.
 
Mayor W. Ray Huddleston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt the minutes from the last regular meeting held on Monday, November 11, 2019.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to approve the financial statement for November 2019.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

John French with KSA Engineers, Inc. was present to make a recommendation to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen pertaining to the bid opening for the Timothy Church Road Water Tank Replacement Project that was held on Tuesday, December 3, 2019 and to give an update on various other city projects in progress.

Mr. French stated that there were two bids submitted for the Timothy Church Road Water Tank Replacement Project.  The two contractors submitting bids were:  TGS Construction, Inc. in the amount of $317,878.00 and Dixie Overland Construction, LLC in the amount of $433,913.00.  After reviewing the bid and bid bond submitted it is the recommendation from KSA, Engineers, Inc. to award the contract to TGS Construction, Inc. and authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for this project.


The Recreation Complex Capital Outlay Project with the State is at a standstill in the meantime while our Project Coordinator Gus Crettini retired in August 2019 and his successor has not been brought up to speed as of yet on this project because of the cyber attack on the state’s computer systems.  He is currently working on catching up with this project and a letter from him should be arriving shortly advising of the status on this project.

The multiple street repairs project is currently completed.  The City is now in the clear lien process.


The LCDBG Project in the Pinehill Area is waiting on approval from the State for the Program Approval Amendment.  The State also has problems in this department as well due to the cyber attack on their computer system.  As soon as the City gets approval from the state, this project will proceed.


Water Well #6.  The packer was able to be removed so the next step is to do the design phase for this project and it will be on track.


The SCADA System.  The equipment is in and it is in line with the Timothy Church Road Water Tank Replacement Project to be tied in with it.

MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Stacey Willard to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with TGS Construction, Inc. for the Timothy Church Road Water Tank Replacement Project.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger adopt a Resolution entitled “A Resolution providing for canvassing the returns and declaring the result of the special election held in the City of Springhill, State of Louisiana, on Saturday, November 16, 2019, to determine whether the sale of high and low alcoholic content shall be permitted within the corporation limits of the City of Springhill”.

A roll call vote was conducted as follows:



Dimettera Frazier------------------------------------------------------Yea



Ronnie Hearnsberger--------------------------------------------------Yea



Stacey Willard----------------------------------------------------------Yea



Alex Edwards-----------------------------------------------------------Yea



Ronnie Dees-------------------------------------------------------------Yea


The vote was all in favor of adopting said Resolution.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees to introduce an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Amending Section 6 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to Alcohol Sales in the City of Springhill”.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Alex Edwards to approve the list of beer license renewals FYE 2020.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Ronnie Hearnsberger to adopt a Resolution for the 2019-2020 CWEF (Community Water Enrichment Fund) Application.


MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Alex Edwards to adopt a Resolution for the 2019-2020 LGAP (Local Government Assistance Program) Application.


MOTION CARRIED.

The next agenda item was to consider the purchase of two new city trucks.


Mayor Huddleston did a lot of research on public bid law for the purchasing of two new city trucks.  According to public bid law any material purchases between $10,000.00 and $30,000.00 the public bid law requires 3 telephone or fax quotes or to purchase through state contract.  

Public Works Director Mike Dunaway obtained quotes for five vehicles. One of the vehicles was a 2020 Dodge under state contract for $22,188.00, and a 2020 Ford for $34,885.00.  The three remaining vehicles were 2020 Chevrolets.  The quote from Red River Chevrolet was $25,305.00, Springhill Motors was $25,464.70, and the last was from Harper Chevrolet for $25,913.15.

Mayor Huddleston made a recommendation to purchase two new Chevrolet city trucks from Springhill Motor Company.


MOTION was made by Alex Edwards, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to accept the Mayor’s recommendation.


A roll call vote was conducted as follows:



Dimettera Frazier--------------------------------------------------Yea



Ronnie Hearnsberger----------------------------------------------Yea



Stacey Willard------------------------------------------------------Yea



Alex Edwards-------------------------------------------------------Yea



Ronnie Dees---------------------------------------------------------Yea

The vote was all in favor of purchasing the two new city trucks from Springhill Motor Company.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Stacey Willard, seconded by Dimettera Frazier to table the repair work to the City Marquee Signs as prices were not made available prior to today’s Council Meeting.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Dees to authorize the Mayor to declare the following city properties as surplus properties no longer needed for public use and to advertise them for sale at public auction. 


The properties are as follows:  



Parcel #123572-----1002 7th Street SE



Parcel #124333-----701 3rd Street SE



Parcel #124627-----501 4th Street SE



Parcel #124897-----409 4th Street SE



Parcel #124915-----422 Center Street



Parcel #125040-----1102 3rd Street SW


Discussion followed on the above listed properties.


MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Ronnie Dees to amend the original motion to declare the properties as surplus property no longer needed for public use and authorize the Mayor to advertise them for pubic auction with a minimum starting bid of $300.00 and to have a maximum of sixty days for the properties to be cleaned up.

MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to accept the Police Chief’s recommendation to upgrade the police department’s body camera system once the City Attorney and the Police Chief have checked with the Legislative Auditors Office about the trade in provision that may be a deterrent to this purchase.

Discussion followed.


MOTION was made by Ronnie Dees, seconded by Alex Edwards to amend the original motion to include that the money for the first year of this purchase would be paid from police diversion fund money.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION was made by Dimettera Frazier, seconded by Stacey Willard to pay the November 2019 bills totaling $105,663.99.


MOTION CARRIED.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Alderman Frazier wanted to compliment the City on the wonderful job done for the Christmas Parade and the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony that was held on Saturday, November 30, 2019.  

LMA Mid-Winter Conference will be held February 4-5, 2020 at the Crowne Plaza in Baton Rouge, LA.


The Krewe of Artemis Bal Invitation honoring elected officials was also mentioned.

Meeting adjourned.

_____________________                                             ___________________________
Shelli Malone, LMMC



      W. Ray Huddleston


City Clerk





       Mayor
